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Report from ICC (Canada) President, Duane Smith
Over the past four years, Inuit Circumpolar Conference (Canada)
has hosted the Office of the Chair under the leadership of Sheila
Watt-Cloutier. Through this term, ICC succeeded in raising global
attention to the important issues affecting Inuit and the rest of the
world, such as the impacts of climate change. The contributions
made by Ms. Watt-Cloutier have received a great deal of
recognition both within Canada, the US and abroad and has
resulted in her being the recipient of highly distinguished awards
such as the Order of Canada, the Order of Greenland, the Sophie
Prize, the United Nations Champions of the Earth Award, and the
Earth Day International Environment Award. We are also proud of
her Canadian Geographic’s Lifetime Achievement citation and
Honourary Doctorate of Law from the University of Winnipeg. On
behalf of ICC (Canada), I wish to extend our congratulations and
express our gratitude to Sheila for her tireless efforts over the past
four years.

ICC (Canada) President
Duane Smith

Included in this annual report is a section summarizing ICC Chair activities from 2002-2006, which was
presented at our recent Assembly in Barrow Alaska. ICC (Canada) worked closely on an operational
level with the Office of the Chair for the past four years and we are pleased to provide you with this
culmination of activities, initiatives, and results. I would also like to take this opportunity to highlight some of
the key areas of activity and accomplishments of ICC (Canada) over the fiscal year 2005-2006.
Sustainable harvest and wildlife issues continue to be an important part of ICC (Canada)’s efforts.
Supporting the hunting, fishing, co-management and subsistence activities of Inuit is evident in virtually all
activities of ICC. ICC (Canada) has continued to speak against the animal rights’ lobby and attempts to halt
seal harvesting in eastern Canada and has delivered numerous addresses around the world in support of
our positions. ICC (Canada) works with IUCN, the World Conservation Union, on animal rights matters and
has been active in the International Whaling Commission. Further, ICC (Canada) is an observer in the North
American Marine Mammal Commission.
Over the past year, ICC (Canada) had dialogue with the World Wide Fund for Nature (Arctic Programme)
and undertook dialogue with various European states including the United Kingdom, Germany and France
whose citizens sometime sympathize with animal welfare organizations on these matters. Our Russian
project also provided for a strong co-management component to deal with these ongoing issues. While the
Arctic Council and other key international mechanisms are reluctant to address sustainable harvest and
wildlife issues of relevance to Inuit, ICC (Canada) continues to find other avenues in which to defend the
rights of Inuit.
There are several international mechanisms addressing issues of interest to Inuit including the Organization
of American States (OAS). The OAS continues to host “Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of
Consensus” on the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Over the past year, ICC
(Canada) participated in several of these meetings and has played a role in the drafting of the declaration
including a process of defining the scope of application and rights relationship issues. Currently, the timeline
for completion of the declaration is un-clear as many issues and articles relating to recognition of indigenous
territories, autonomy and self-determination remain unresolved.
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During the past year, ICC (Canada) continued its active role representing Inuit internationally in the meetings
of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). ICC has represented Inuit in a number of CBD processes
including the Working Group on Article 8(j), which mandates indigenous peoples’ participation in CBD
processes. ICC participated in the forth meeting of the Working
Group which took place in Grenada, Spain in January of 2006.
Some procedural progress was made at the Working Group level
allowing for indigenous co-chairs and increased indigenous access
to meetings of the parties at a level unprecedented outside of the
UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. ICC (Canada) is
committed to ensuring that all recommendations and approaches to
preserve traditional knowledge, innovations, and practices are in
line with Inuit interests. ICC will continue to advocate that any
systems designed to preserve traditional knowledge are consistent
with the principles of prior informed consent and are consistent with
Inuit land claims agreements.

Vice-President (International Affairs)
Violet Ford

ICC is engaged in moving forward on related issues through its
participation in the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual
Property, Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore
(IGC) with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

ICC (Canada’s) Executive Council member, Violet Ford, participates in processes involving Inuit intellectual
property rights including issues related to traditional knowledge, innovations and practices (TKIP), cultural
expressions and folklore. The committee has begun negotiating a set of policy objectives and core principles
in an effort to create an intellectual policy regime for TKIP, which has the potential to lead to a modification
of existing patent, copyright, and trademark procedures. Issues regarding communal and permanent
ownership of special intellectual property are also being discussed in these processes.
Arctic science and research has become increasingly important to ICC and to the sovereignty debate.
ArcticNet is a key player in the International Polar Year and is integral to future sovereignty discussions as
the program represents science as the ‘peaceful path’ to sovereignty. ICC (Canada) has been highly
engaged in ArcticNet and, while the time commitment is significant in relation to available resources, it is
seeing some progress in terms of recognition of the need for increased research capacity in our regions.
ICC (Canada) developed the Inuit Research Advisors as a model for increasing research capacity that is
being applied in the International Polar Year and other research initiatives.
As a key deliverable for the International Polar Year, the Government of Canada is supporting a targeted
science and research program focused on two of Canada’s most important challenges for its northern
regions: climate change impact and adaptation; and the health and wellbeing of northern communities. The
International Polar Year is an opportunity to develop and design a process that, through consultation with
existing Inuit governance and research structures will define the current state of Arctic research and capacity
and will facilitate the development of a coordinated Inuit “research process”. This “research process” is
currently undefined but the intended legacy is to get Arctic research “right” for Inuit making Canada a leader
in Arctic research. We will continue to fight for the capacity to develop, direct and participate in research
undertaken in our homeland.
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Throughout the circumpolar north, the Inuit vision of health and wellbeing encompasses several
determinants of health. These determinants include environmental contaminants and associated food
insecurity, climate change, education and employment opportunities, adequate safe housing, social
supports, and access to health care systems. The disparities that continue to exist between Inuit and the
general population with respect to these determinants have lead to increased incidents of mental health
concerns, accidents, suicides, violence, substance abuse, and chronic diseases and infectious diseases. In
support of these health issues, ICC (Canada) developed a Circumpolar Health Action Plan, prepared a
background and synopsis report, and co-hosted regional workshops in November, 2005 and in April, 2006.
ICC (Canada) looks forward to ongoing dialogue with Health Canada on a circumpolar Inuit health agenda
ICC (Canada) continues to work with our national, circumpolar and international research partners including
the Arctic Council, IASC, NSF, federal Canadian departments and agencies such as Environment Canada,
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Health Canada, Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, and the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. ICC (Canada) is also a
member of the Nasivvik Board of Directors playing a key role in developing Inuit health and research
capacity and in bringing the circumpolar health perspective to the discussions.
An important mechanism for moving forward on our issues is
the Arctic Council. ICC (Canada) participated in the semiannual meetings of Senior Arctic Officials and in the
Meetings of Ministers, which occur every two years. ICC
(Canada) is unable to participate actively in all activities of
the Council however, we focus much of our work in the Arctic
Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP) and in
Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) climate
change and contaminants related activities.
ICC (Canada) also played an active role in the Arctic Marine
Shipping Assessment (AMSA) implemented by the working
group on Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME) and is currently working to support the
proposed Circumpolar Biodiversity Assessment to be carried out by CAFF. Additionally, ICC (Canada)
representatives participated in the Emergency Preparedness and Response working group and in its
development eco-system-based approaches. Other initiatives ICC (Canada) was able to contribute include a
project on indicators under the Arctic Human Development Report, the Second International Conference on
Arctic Research Planning, and the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA) by the Arctic Council.
Significant attention by ICC (Canada) was devoted to the ACIA. Furthermore, ICC (Canada) drafted climate
change policy recommendations in cooperation with all six permanent participants to the Arctic Council.
These recommendations were approved by Arctic Council Ministers in November 2004 on behalf of all six
Indigenous Peoples’ organizations that have permanent participant standing in the Council. ICC urged
effective follow-up measures by each of the Arctic Council working groups. Also in support of climate change
issues, ICC participated in Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
in Montreal in 2005. ICC (Canada) supported the ICC Chair and 60 other Inuit from Alaska and Canada in
mounting a path-breaking climate change petition to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
After playing a central role in the negotiation of the global Stockholm Convention on the Elimination of
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), ICC (Canada) continues to lobby states to ratify the Convention in
their respective legislatures and to support the development of an effective evaluation process through a
global monitoring program. ICC (Canada) was instrumental in the development of the recently released
National Implementation Plans under Article 7 of the Stockholm Convention. ICC (Canada) participated in
both Conferences of the Parties: COP 1 in Uruguay in May 2004 and COP 2 in Geneva in May 2006. ICC
(Canada) remains a member in good standing on the Management Committee of the Northern
Contaminants Program and works through AMAP in the management of research that monitors legacy
POPs and new and emerging chemicals of concern in the Arctic. This research and data assists ICC
(Canada) in its lobby for the addition of new substances to the Stockholm Convention.
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In support of international development, ICC (Canada) has a history of working with other indigenous
peoples in mutually beneficial projects. The project entitled Institutional Building for Northern Aboriginal
Peoples in Russia (INRIPP-2) was a partnership by ICC (Canada), the Canadian International Development
Agency and the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North (RAIPON). INRIPP-2 ran from 2002
through to 2005 following the conclusion of a decade long initial phase.
This project left a substantial legacy of institutional capacity for economic and social development across a
vast region of the Russian North and brought benefit to Canadian Inuit businesses and organizations. ICC
(Canada) contributed project management expertise to assist RAIPON in the establishment of the Russian
Indigenous Training Centre. A wealth of experience in community mobilization, economic development,
education, training and fund raising was shared with our Russian partners. It is a pleasure to report that the
Russian Indigenous Training Centre remains a thriving institution, providing practical hands-on economic
development programs and a multitude of support services catered to indigenous entrepreneurship, with a
full time staff and a revenue stream to maintain it into future. Our involvement in INRIPP-2 and the Belize
Indigenous Training Institute project, which also came to a conclusion in this period, demonstrate the value
and importance of international development.
ICC (Canada) and our counterparts are collectively committed to a period of renewal and restructuring over
the next four years. As part of this renewal, Inuit Circumpolar Conference adopted a new logo at our Barrow
Assembly as shown below. ICC (Canada) is in the process of taking the necessary steps to incorporate the
new image and name. We truly are looking forward to another successful term in the spirit of cooperation
and collaboration.
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Overview
Inuit Circumpolar Conference
Founded in 1977 by the late Eben Hopson of Barrow, Alaska, the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC) has
flourished and grown into a major international non-government organization representing approximately
155 000 Inuit of Alaska, Canada, Greenland and Chukotka (Russia). The organization holds Consultative
Status II at the United Nations.
To thrive in our circumpolar homeland, Inuit had the vision to realize we must speak with a united voice on
issues of common concern and combine our energies and talents towards protecting and promoting our way
of life. The principle goals of ICC are, therefore, to:
•
•
•
•

Strengthen unity among Inuit of the circumpolar region;
Promote Inuit rights and interests on an international level
Develop and encourage long-term policies that safeguard the Arctic environment; and
Seek full and active partnerships in political, economic and social development if the circumpolar
region.

ICC holds a General Assembly every four years at which delegates from across the circumpolar region
elects a new Chair and Executive Council, develops policies, and adopts resolutions that will guide the
activities of the organization for the coming term. The General Assembly is the heart of the organization
providing an opportunity for sharing information, discussing
common concerns, debating issues and strengthening the common
bond between all Inuit. Representatives from the Inuit Circumpolar
Youth Council (ICYC) and the International Elders Council
participate, thereby improving communication and creating synergy
with these important affiliated organzations.
The ICC international office is housed with the Chair. Each member
country maintains a national office under the political guidance of a
President.
Please refer to Annex I for information on the structure of the
organizations.
Inuit Circumpolar Conference (Canada)
The ICC in Canada is a non-profit organization led by a Board of Directors comprising the elected leaders of
the four land claim settlement regions: Inuvialuit, Nunavut, Nunavik, and Labrador. An elected executive,
including a President, two Vice-Presidents and a Secretary/Treasurer, manages the organization. Staff
members are responsible for the day-to-day operations under the direction of the Executive Director.
The land claims settlement regions provide core funding; however, raising additional resources to pursue the
objectives of ICC (Canada) and to implement its projects remain an important responsibility of the Executive
and staff.
ICC (Canada) greatly appreciates the generous donor support received for the year 2005-2006 without
which the accomplishments of the past year would not have been possible.
Please refer to Annex III for a list of donors/contributors.
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ICC (Canada) Aims and Objectives
The activities of ICC (Canada) are directed towards the following general aims and objectives:
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

To represent the interests of Canadian Inuit through our national organization, Inuit Tapiriit
Kanatami (ITK) and through our settlement claims organizations on matters of an international
nature;
To preserve and promote the unity of Inuit as a single people within the circumpolar Arctic and to
assist Canadian Inuit in speaking collectively with Inuit in Russia, Alaska and Greenland on
international matters;
To cooperate with Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami in presenting the position of Canadian Inuit on
international matters;
To represent Canadian Inuit views on the Executive Council of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference
and to implement, in Canada, the resolutions emanating from the general assemblies of the Inuit
Circumpolar Conference;
To coordinate and facilitate cooperation among the Inuit settlement claim organizations on
international matters;
To serve as a facilitator, in coordination with Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami for promoting cooperation
between Canadian Inuit and Inuit from Russia, Alaska and Greenland;
To take measures to further enable Canadian Inuit to fully exercise our international rights and
interests as indigenous peoples within Canada and globally;
To act as the international vehicle through which all Canadian Inuit can voice concerns to world
bodies, international conventions, intergovernmental forums, international non-governmental
organizations and global indigenous movements;
To take measures at the international level to protect the Arctic environment and its renewable
resources so that present and future generations of Canadian Inuit can fully benefit for the land and
marine environment and its flora and fauna;
To take measures at the international level to protect and promote Inuit rights related to health,
culture, language, values, human rights and any other matters that impact on the ability of Inuit to
shape the future of our society within the circumpolar Arctic and the world at large;
To take measures at the international level to foster trade and economic development for Canadian
Inuit and to assist in the development of successful business endeavors abroad;
To bring to the attention of Canadian Inuit the ongoing issues and concerns of Inuit in Russia,
Alaska and Greenland and to solicit Canadian Inuit assistance when required;
To maintain an ongoing dialogue with ministries of the Canadian government on issues of
importance to Inuit in Russia, Alaska and Greenland and to promote rights and interests within
Canada.
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ICC Activities 2002-2006
Introduction
This section of the report describes the activities and initiatives that the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC)
undertook during 2002 – 2006.
ICC is the body that represents all Inuit from Alaska, Canada,
Greenland, and Chukotka on matters of international
importance. ICC was founded in 1977 when Inupiaq Eben
Hopson invited to Barrow, Alaska numerous other Inuit to
discuss ways in which a common response could be developed
to address increasing attacks on the Inuit way of life,
environment, and human rights that were initiated by industry,
states, and others with interests in the Arctic.
Since 1977, Inuit from the circumpolar world have met through
periodic general assemblies held every three or four years. At
these assemblies, delegates have directed ICC to involve itself
ICC Chair 2002-2006
in various activities and initiatives that promote Inuit unity and
Sheila Watt-Cloutier
contribute to achieving the founding goals of ICC. In 2002, when
th
ICC’s 9 General Assembly was held in Kuujjuaq, Canada, elected delegates provided mandates to ICC’s
executive council through the Kuujjuaq Declaration. This document, containing 25 separate
recommendations, was ICC’s primary roadmap for the period 2002 – 2006.
The Declaration was not the only guide that led ICC through the four-year period. It was complemented by
the executive council’s own mandate and elected authority to develop additional initiatives as new
challenges arose within its term. Also, ICC’s Principles and Elements for a Comprehensive Arctic Policy has,
since 1991, been a very useful tool in helping respective councils plan and implement activities, and this was
also the case for 2002 – 2006. The Kuujjuaq Declaration was, nevertheless, the central document most
consulted by the Council, and makes up the basis for this report on activities.
Not all of the 25 Articles contained in the Declaration were implemented. Some of the factors for this were
lack of resources, shifting political landscapes, unforeseen events, and the inability at times to simply move
governments, international organizations, and other factors in desired directions. In spite of periodic
roadblocks, the Executive Council did, in fact, achieve much success. Most of the mandates outlined in the
Declaration have either been completed or significant headway was made on them.
From 2002 – 2006, ICC undertook activities such as those related to Inuit language promotion, trade
matters, communications, environment, human rights, sustainable development, intellectual property rights,
resource use, hunting and whaling matters, assisting Russian indigenous peoples, helping youth, and
facilitating elders’ meetings. ICC did this through international bodies as well as through specific projects.
Some of the bodies and forums included the Arctic Council, the United Nations, the World Summit on
Sustainable Development, the Convention on the Trade of Endangered Species, the World Intellectual
Property Organization, the Organization of American States, the International Whaling Commission, the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and the World Conservation Union – IUCN.
ICC focused much of its efforts within the Arctic Council, which is the 8-nation intergovernmental body where
governments as members and indigenous peoples’ organizations as permanent participants work
collaboratively on a variety of environmental and sustainable development issues. ICC was active in the
various working groups and program areas of the Arctic Council including the Arctic Monitoring and
Assessment Programme (AMAP), the working group on the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna, the
Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), the working group on Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment
(PAME), the Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG), and the Arctic Marine Shipping
Assessment (AMSA).
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ICC was also very active within the United Nations and its various subsidiary bodies. These include the UN
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which advises the UN’s Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC),
the UN Human Rights Commission and its Working Group on Indigenous
Populations, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, and UNESCO,
which promotes the preservation of indigenous languages, among others. One
of the key areas of ICC’s UN work over the past four years has been the
culmination of 11 long years of work on adopting the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
The years 2002 – 2006 were important years for all Inuit in our circumpolar
homeland. In this period, Canadian Inuit saw the last of the land claims
settlements finalized with the creation of the Nunatsiavut Government in
Labrador. Greenland Inuit finalized a 4-year evaluation, in cooperation with Denmark, of the Home Rule
system since it was first established in 1978, and also started a Greenland-based self-government
commission, which will explore ways in which further self-rule may be negotiated with Denmark. In
Chukotka, the Yupik Society was re-established and more favourable relations took hold between the
Chukotka Administration and Inuit there.
Many of the activities of ICC involved sharing of experiences and facilitating dialogue across the Arctic,
including those relating to these new forms of self-government. The Kuujjuaq Declaration was an important
piece of work, just as the Kuujjuaq-hosted General Assembly was in 2002. As it will be replaced by the
Utqiaġvik Declaration in Barrow, Alaska, it is important to take stock of the activities and initiatives
undertaken by ICC over the past 4 years.
Inuit Language
The promotion and protection of the Inuit language has long been a major priority for the Inuit Circumpolar
Conference. In 2002, when the Kuujjuaq Declaration was adopted by the General Assembly delegates, it
was no different. However, despite the strong direction given by the Assembly for the Inuit Language
Commission to consider the recommendations of the Commission Chair, it never in fact met during 2002 –
2006. In the early part of the 4-year term, the ICC Executive Council made a decision to merge the
Communications Commission and Language Commission. This was done due to the reasoning that Inuit
language revitalization and standardization can be most
successful if promoted through media such as the
internet, television, radio, and film. Only two countries
nominated members to the Inuit Language and
Communications Commission and, as such, it never met.
In spite of the difficulty of bringing together the
Commission, much work was undertaken on several of
the recommendations contained in the report. This
included ICC council members working with and through
bodies and conferences, which had indigenous language
programmes. These included the Inuit Studies
Conference, the Arctic Council, an international youth
and elders’ symposium, the Arctic Human Development Report, the Second International Conference on
Arctic Research Planning, and the pan-Arctic, multi-year Survey of the Living Conditions in the Arctic
(SLICA).
ICC has initiated discussions with several bodies within each country and inter-nationally. These include the
International Polar Year (IPY), the Greenland Writers Union, and Canadian Heritage. Canadian Heritage, for
example, has indicated its interest in working with ICC in planning an international language symposium.
ICC was also very supportive and involved in a joint ArcticNet/Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. (NTI) project that
developed Inuit climate change terminology; and a CD ROM glossary in Inuktitut has been made available.
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Former Canadian Justice Thomas Berger prepared a conciliation report for the governments of Nunavut and
Canada and Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. in March 2006 with the aim of improving implementation of the
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement in Canada. Based upon input from Inuit and others, Berger’s key finding
was that it was language, and more specifically bi-lingual education, which needed massive support for the
land claims agreement to be successful. It is ICC’s view that this recommendation, although regional in
scope, is generally applicable across the Inuit homeland. While not formally part of the conciliation process,
ICC representatives in Canada monitored the conciliation exercise.
There are other country specific language activities that Inuit are engaged in, which are important to note.
The Greenland Language Committee and the Nunavut Language Commissioner’s Office communicate
regularly on several language policy matters. ICC is involved in authorizations regarding geographical
naming and is collaborating with the Nordic Division of the UN Group of Experts on Geographical Naming. In
addition, ICC has been supportive of other projects related to computer-assisted linguistics involving IPY
and the University of Toronto, for example. In Alaska, the Catanal (Computer Assisted Linguistics on
Alaskan Native Language) has much promise and is supported by ICC. More work needs to be done in
Chukotka, but despite the small numbers of Yupik speakers, language development is alive and well.
Finally, ICC has participated in the development of the Draft Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity by
the UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
Arctic Trade
Arctic trade matters were central to many of ICC’s activities from 2002 – 2006 and cut across many of its
mandates. At least two articles in the Kuujjuaq Declaration were directly related to trade (2 and 14) and
many others were peripherally related. This mandate continues to be a major challenge for ICC. The
organization was involved in several international meetings related to the anti-sealing movement. It was
vigilant in responding to the many misinformed positions taken by NGOs, governments, and even celebrities
such as musician and former Beatle, Sir Paul McCartney, regarding the use of marine mammals, especially
seals. The World Intellectual Property Organization, the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the
Convention of International Trade of Endangered Species
were just some of the bodies in which ICC played an active
role in trying to break down trade barriers, and in doing so
would assist Inuit. ICC and ICC members were actively
involved in dialogue with IUCN – The World Conservation
Union and, in partnership with the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK),
helped stop a Belgian proposal, which in effect would have put
a ban on the trade of all seal products.
ICC’s Russia project, discussed in more detail elsewhere,
included a training component which dealt with trade barrier
issues. ICC was also active in informing many organizations
about the trade of polar bear parts. For example, a project on collecting knowledge about polar bears in
Greenland contributed to fulfilling part of Article 14. ICC continued to promote dialogue among Inuit and
between Inuit and others on matters of the USA Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). ICC executive
council members also spearheaded a workshop in Whitehorse on these issues.
In June 2003, the ICC Chair visited Chukotka. In part, the visit aimed to assist in negotiating a co-financing
arrangement for the establishment of a marketing centre for the arts and crafts of Chukotka’s indigenous
peoples. This project has now been completed. Its many outcomes include: the purchasing of new
equipment for the Uelen Bone Carving Shop; a major renovation of the Shop; the purchasing of large stocks
of walrus tusks; participation by representatives of the Uelen Bone Carving Shop in a major exhibition of
traditional arts of the North Siberia and the Far East; and the opening in the city of Anadyr of a retail store
called Uelen Bone Carving Shop. All of this bodes well for the trade of Inuit products.
As for the ICC Task Force on Arctic Trade, while it was active in 1998 – 2002, did not meet for lack of
resources in the past 4 years.
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Communications
ICC was active in the field of communications. ICC provided financial and other support to the Inuit
Circumpolar Youth Council (ICYC) to allow the youth to network and share information. An extensive global
media database has been implemented, which is made up of Inuit media experts and other journalists from
around the world supportive of and interested in issues affecting Inuit. A new logo for ICC was developed
over the course of the last 4 years. A communications plan, despite limited resources, was adopted and
implemented by the ICC Executive Council.
ICC made much progress in the development of the ICC website which now provides coordinated access to
material posted by each regional organization. This makes it much easier for all who use the website to
follow what each regional office is working on.
The Inuit Communications Commission was merged with that of the Inuit Language Commission during the
past four years in recognition of the fact that, in order for the Inuit language to be both promoted and
standardized, it must be done in conjunction with the development of Inuit television, radio, film, and the
internet.
Strengthening ICC’s Regional Offices
Immediately following the 2002 General Assembly, the ICC Chair led a mission to Chukotka to meet with not
only local Inuit (Yupik), but also with government officials and other indigenous leaders. The ICC Chair’s
message was clear: that ICC must be strong in this part of the Russian Federation in spite of the small
number of Inuit living there. This mission was followed by
several visits by the ICC Chair to Alaska where she
encouraged the Alaskan Inuit to once again play a strong
leadership role in ICC as they had done by helping to found the
organization in 1977 and by taking a strong lead in many
important files thereafter.
ICC Chukotka took important steps by re-registering the
organization after policy changes on non-governmental
organizations in Moscow resulted in a tenuous situation for ICC
Chukotka. While ICC Chukotka still requires much assistance,
the organization has also been strengthened during 2002 – 2006. While ICC Chukotka is first and foremost
a regional non-governmental organization, it is at the same time a branch of an international organization,
the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. This fact puts a great responsibility on the shoulders of the regional entity.
ICC Chukotka now enjoy a good working relationship with the Russian Association of the Indigenous
Peoples of the North (RAIPON), the Department for the Indigenous Peoples of Chukotka, the Council of
Representatives of the Indigenous Peoples of Chukotka under the Chukotka Government, the Sobriety
Society, the Chukotka Association of Marine Hunters, and many others.
In Canada, ICC managed in 2002 - 2006 to maintain a strong regional ICC-Canada office in Ottawa, while at
the same time host the Office of the Chair in Iqaluit, Nunavut. Funds for these offices were provided in the
main by the Government of Canada and the Government of Nunavut, regional Inuit associations, and
foundations in Canada and the USA.
In Greenland, ICC Greenland faced a declining budget allocation from the Greenland Home Rule
Government as part of general governmental cutbacks. Still, ICC Greenland remained in 2002 – 2006 a
strong regional office within the Inuit Circumpolar Conference.
Maximizing Efficiency within ICC
While Article 5 of the Kuujjuaq Declaration called upon ICC to strengthen the capacity of ICC’s regional
offices, Article 6, conversely, called for ICC to maximize efficiency and avoid duplication in implementing the
mandates given to them by the General Assembly.
The ICC Executive Council took this mandate very seriously and immediately after the Kuujjuaq Assembly, a
3-day workshop attended by ICC council members, staff, and external consultants was convened during
which a comprehensive strategic plan for implementing ICC’s new mandates was developed.
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Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)
Article 7 in the Kuujjuaq Declaration strongly promoted “the need to keep the Arctic environment safe” from
persistent organic pollutants (POPs), among other things. As it did in the 4 year period prior to Kuujjuaq, ICC
continued in 2002 –2006 to be a global leader in working both internationally and locally in mitigating the
damage already done, and stopping the manufacture and use of POPs at their source. The Inuit
dependence on marine mammals, seals, whale and walrus for much of their nutritional intake makes
persistent organic pollutants especially harmful. POPs are lipophilic meaning they accumulate in the fat of
animals including people; POPs accumulate in the colder regions of the world, they are toxic and as the
name implies, they persist in the environment for a very, very long time. Levels of concern of many of these
chemicals are found in the blood and breast milk of Inuit globally.
A significant additional contribution in the past 4 years was the publication of ICC’s book, Northern Lights
Against POPs: Combatting Toxic Threats in the Arctic (McGill / Queens University Press). This book,
published in 2003, tells the POPS story from an Arctic and indigenous perspective.
After playing a central role in the negotiation of the global Stockholm Convention on the Elimination of
Persistent Organic Pollutants, ICC continued to lobby states to ratify the Convention in their national
legislatures. The Convention entered into force in May 2003 and ICC continues to work to ensure that the
Convention obligations are implemented. Through national science programmes and AMAP, ICC actively
participates in the designing and undertaking of the research that monitors legacy POPs and new and
emerging chemicals of concern in the Arctic. ICC uses this data to lobby for the addition of new substances
to the Stockholm Convention.
In 2002 – 2006, ICC took on a more holistic approach
to safeguarding the Arctic environment by telling the
world, including scientists, industry, and policymakers to look at the POPs threat not in isolation, but
to understand the cumulative effect that POPs and
other contaminants have on Inuit land and seas, and
ultimately the global environment.
ICC worked very closely with the Arctic Council’s
Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme
(AMAP), and its POPs expert group. Also, ICC
continued to monitor and be involved in the POPs
Protocol negotiated under the UN Economic
Commission for Europe’s Convention on Long Range
Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP).
Each ICC office undertook activities related to POPs as well. One, in particular – that of Chukotka – bears
mentioning as it shows how building capacity at the regional level can produce results that help all Inuit. The
Office of the Chair and ICC Chukotka actively participated in a project entitled Persistent Toxic Substances,
which was implemented by the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North (RAIPON), AMAP,
and the Government of Russia. This project was formally presented to delegates by ICC and representatives
of RAIPON at the first Conference of the Parties to the Global POPs Convention held in Uruguay. The
results of this project evoked quite a reaction from the regional administration in Chukotka. ICC Chukotka
went on television to explain the study and its recommendations concerning consumption of marine mammal
meat, wild birds and fish. ICC Chukotka told the audience about the history of this project, how it was
implemented and what its results were. Most importantly, ICC Chukotka provided recommendations
concerning the use of country foods. The information gathered not only assists local people, but also
contributes to the larger goals of ICC.
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Other Contaminants
Although POPs have been a central concern of ICC and researchers, ICC began working towards the
elimination of other contaminants and began investigating their health effects on the human and natural
environments. ICC has lobbied, for example, scientists and others to evaluate the effects of mercury and
other heavy metals. ICC has begun a process of working on these concerns with bodies such as the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and its North American Regional Action Plan on mercury,
lindane, PCBs, and chlordane. Other bodies of importance include the USA Environmental Protection
Agency, the UN Environment Programme, the New England Governors / Eastern Canadian Premiers
Mercury Working Group, and the Strategic Approach to International Chemical Management (SAICM), to
name a few.
Climate Change
ICC’s Executive Council, with the strong leadership of its Chair, made considerable efforts and significant
gains in advancing the interests of Inuit with respect to climate change in 2002 – 2006. This was one of
ICC’s principle initiatives and it undertook many climate change activities including communicating its Arctic
manifestations to the world, working with those that hope to mitigate the current and future impacts of
climate change, and supporting initiatives that aim to hold those
responsible for climate change accountable to Inuit and others that are
and will be affected.
ICC participated very actively in the preparation from 2002 to 2004 of the
Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA) by the Arctic Council. Further,
ICC drafted climate change policy recommendations in cooperation with
all six permanent participants to the Arctic Council. These
recommendations were approved by Arctic Council ministers in
November 2004 on behalf of all 6 indigenous peoples’ organizations who
have permanent participant standing in the Council. ICC urged effective
follow-up measures by each of the Arctic Council's working groups.
ICC participated in Conferences of the Parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change in Milan, Buenos Aires, and Montreal
during 2002 –2006. ICC then supported the ICC Chair and 60 other Inuit from Alaska and Canada in
mounting a path-breaking climate change-based petition to the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights.
The ACIA bears special mention. A team of more than 300 leading Arctic researchers, indigenous
representatives, mainly through the six Permanent Participants, and other experts from 15 nations
participated in the work on the ACIA. They distilled and synthesized available scientific information,
traditional knowledge, and indigenous perceptions in order to examine how climate and ultraviolet radiation
have changed in the Arctic, how they are projected to change in the future, and what the consequences of
these changes will be for the Arctic and the world. Delivered to the ministers of the Arctic Council Member
States in November 2004 the ACIA provided the foundation for a broad range of policy recommendations in
the field of climate change pertaining to mitigation, adaptation, as well as research, observations,
monitoring, modeling and outreach. ICC was active within each of the ACIA activities.
Special climate change projects were also initiated within each of the ICC regions. One such project is the
Sila-Inuk project. As an outgrowth of ICC’s international work on this matter, Greenland’s Hunters’ and
Fishermen’s Organization, KNAPK, jointly with ICC are leading this multi-year project. Sila-Inuk’s main
objectives are to collect climate change observations first hand from those most closely connected to the
land, sea, and ice. National Greenland radio and other broadcast media will be used significantly in the
project.
A full-scale communications initiative was undertaken on the climate change issues. Speeches were
delivered to audiences worldwide, including the Senate of the United States and the Clinton Global
Initiative to bring Arctic and Inuit perspectives on climate change to the attention of decision-makers. In
addition, the Office of the Chair undertook much media work to bring Inuit and Arctic perspectives on climate
change to global audiences, and to convince foundations to look to the Arctic as a venue for activities and
support. As further mandated by the delegates in Kuujjuaq, ICC protected the interest of Inuit initiatives in
international forums such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), which was held in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
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Arctic Council
As most General Assembly delegates are aware, the Arctic Council, along with the United Nations, is the
international organization through which ICC expends much of its human and financial resources. Many of
the activities described in this report have some connection to a working group or program area inside the
Arctic Council and, as such, reference to the Council is often made elsewhere in this report. ICC has used
the Arctic Council as its forum to highlight many of the challenges facing Inuit, and it did so again in 2002 –
2006. It must be stated, however, that due to the constraints of consensus, and the desire of some of the 8
governments on the Council to stay clear of controversy, some
issues are off the table. In these cases, such as matters of
sustainable use for example, ICC uses other more appropriate
international venues to further Inuit causes.
Readers are encouraged to visit the Arctic Council’s website for
further information at www.arctic-council.org. ICC is involved in all
areas of Arctic Council work. Only the lack of financial resources
has made it impossible for ICC to be as active as it needs in
several of the Arctic Council’s mandates.
In 2002 –2006, ICC participated in meetings every six months of
Senior Arctic Officials and every two years in meetings of ministers.
Since ICC does not have the resources to participate actively in all activities of the council, it focussed much
of its work on the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP) and Conservation of Arctic
Flora and Fauna (CAFF) activities on contaminants and climate change. From 2004 to 2006, however, ICC
also played an active role in the Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment (AMSA) implemented by the working
group on Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME) and now, near the end of the 4-year term, ICC
is working to support the proposed Circumpolar Biodiversity Assessment to be carried out by CAFF. While
not all of the activities in which ICC involved itself can be described here, it is worth mentioning that its
elected leaders and staff also worked with the working group, Emergency Preparedness and Response
(EPPR), helping it to develop an ecosystem-based approach to its work; a project on indicators under the
Arctic Human Development Report; and actively participated in the Second International Conference on
Arctic Research Planning (ICARP II). The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA) has been discussed
elsewhere.
ICC has also been involved in the Arctic Council’s Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG)
including its Children and Youth project. Another SDWG initiative that ICC actively supports is entitled
“Women’s Participation in Decision-Making Processes in Arctic Fisheries Resource Management”. ICC is a
member of the project steering committee. Finally, it also supports and helps manage an SDWG project
called “Women and Resource Management in the Rural North”.
The permanent participants of the Arctic Council are supported by an Indigenous Peoples Secretariat (IPS),
which is based in Copenhagen and substantially supported financially by the Danish government and, to
some extent, by Canada. ICC has participated effectively on the board of directors of the IPS, and in issuespecific workshops held by IPS over the past four years.
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UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Article 10 of the Kuujjuaq Declaration called upon the ICC Executive Council to strongly support the “new
and major undertaking of working within the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues”. In 2002, when
Kuujjuaq hosted the last ICC General Assembly, the Permanent Forum had just been established and had
just completed its first annual session.
As the United Nations (UN) is one of the key venues in which ICC promotes the human rights of Inuit and,
along with others, works towards improving the lives of all indigenous peoples globally, the establishment of
the Forum was taken very seriously by ICC. In fact, ICC had lobbied and worked for this Forum for over a
decade. As in the case of the Arctic Council, ICC contributed significant human and financial resources to
the work of the Permanent Forum.
A very significant accomplishment for ICC during 2002 - 2006 was to have one of its members, the ICC
Vice-Chair for Greenland, nominated to be one of the 16 members of the Permanent Forum for a three-year
period. This was in large part a result of the close relationship that the Saami Council and ICC have had
over the years as they agreed to alternate the Arctic seat in the Forum every three years.
The Permanent Forum is significant for Inuit and other indigenous peoples
globally in that it is the only high level UN body in which non Stateappointed individuals are members.
The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is an advisory body to the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), with a mandate to discuss
indigenous issues related to economic and social development, culture, the
environment, education, health and human rights.
th

The Permanent Forum held its 5 annual session in May 2006. Much of
the Forum’s focus over the past 2 years has been on the UN’s Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), which Secretary-General Kofi Annan
formulated to verifiably tackle several challenges such ranging from
maternal health, poverty, HIV/AIDS, primary education, and so on. ICC,
along with many other indigenous peoples' organizations, challenged both
the way in which the MDGs were formulated (without consulting indigenous
peoples, for example) and without paying attention to the root causes of many of the challenges. As a result,
the last session focused much on interpreting and redefining the MDGs through the lens of indigenous
peoples’ experiences, which included traditional knowledge and good governance practices.

United Nations Advisory Committee
In 2002, ICC established a UN Advisory Committee consisting of some executive council members and
other UN experts. While the Advisory Committee is mandated to provide support to the executive council on
all UN matters, it was particularly active in addressing the urgent matter of the UN’s Draft Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Committee met annually in 2002 – 2006.
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UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR)’s Working Group on Indigenous Populations adopted an
initial draft of a Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 1994. UNCHR then created a new
working group to technically review the draft before submitting it to the UN General Assembly. Several years
later following intensive discussion with input from UN
member
states
and
indigenous
peoples’
representatives, a revised draft is in the hands of the
newly established Human Rights Council. It is hoped
that the current draft will finally be adopted by the UN
General Assembly before the end of this year.
The newly established UN Human Rights Council
(replacing the much criticized UNCHR) discussed the
Declaration at its first ever session in June 2006.
Although there was strong opposition to its approval,
especially by the USA, New Zealand, and Australia, it
appeared at the time of printing that the Declaration
would be approved as it stood. A surprising reversal in support occurred at the June 2006 meeting. The
Canadian government, which had been a stalwart supporter of the Declaration, reversed its position and
sided with the Australians, New Zealanders, and Americans. Because it was expected (at time of printing) to
be passed with a majority of states supporting it, the Draft Declaration will now be sent “upstairs” to the UN
General Assembly for final adoption.
It is the ICC Executive Council’s view that the Declaration as it now stands, while it contains several
important compromises negotiated over the years, is worth supporting. The idea of seeking further changes
through additional meetings appears to be far outweighed by the risks of a number of states undermining the
existing gains. A wide range of indigenous collective rights are affirmed in the current text. These rights are
of a political, economic, social, cultural, spiritual, and environmental nature, and include the right of
indigenous peoples to self-determination. ICC has also succeeded in eliminating any specific reference to
the principle of territorial integrity of states. In addition, there are some useful provisions on lands, territories,
and resources. Several other key rights are also included.
Much work has gone into the process over the years. This final year, 2006, was perhaps the most intense,
but much recognition must be given to all of those at ICC, who worked collaboratively over the years with
other indigenous peoples, in taking the Declaration as far as it has.
Article 12 of the Kuujjuaq Declaration urged the Executive Council to work with nation states to approve the
adoption of the UN Declaration. ICC took this challenge to heart and invested substantial human and
financial resources into this pursuit over the past four years.

________________________________________________________________________
16
INUIT CIRCUMPOLAR CONFERENCE (CANADA)

________________________________________________________________
ANNUAL REPORT

2005-2006

The Right to Hunt Sustainably
Article 13 of the Kuujjuaq Declaration had ICC calling upon various levels of governments to recognize the
inherent rights of Inuit to hunt sustainably and to undertake subsistence activities. Article 15 went a step
further and encouraged ICC to undertake a comprehensive study on how best to address the global forces
that aim to erode Inuit rights in this regard.
While a comprehensive study was not undertaken, ICC took this mandate to heart over the past four years.
In fact, supporting the hunting, fishing, co-management and subsistence activities of Inuit is regarded highly
in virtually all activities of ICC. This includes interventions in the Arctic Council, participation in
UN meetings including meetings in Nairobi of UNEP's Governing Council and presentations at the UN
Permanent Forum. ICC has continued to speak against the animal rights lobby to halt seal harvesting in
eastern Canada. However, it has not yet developed an
overall strategic plan or approach to these issues.
In 2002 – 2006, ICC worked on this issue with other
international bodies such as the World Summit on
Sustainable Development, where a case study on marine
mammal harvesting was presented. ICC worked with IUCN –
the World Conservation Union on animal rights matters. ICC
has had membership in the International Whaling
Commission (IWC) and was again active in their annual
meetings over the past four years. ICC is also an observer in
the North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO)
and contributed to that organization as well. ICC had
discussions with the World Wide Fund for Nature (Arctic Programme), and undertook dialogue with various
European states whose citizens sometimes find sympathy with the animal welfare organizations on these
matters, including the United Kingdom, Germany, and France. ICC’s multi-year capacity building programme
in Russia (INRIPP) had a strong co-management component that dealt with these issues as well.
It should be noted that one the key organizations within which ICC undertakes much of its work, the Arctic
Council, shies away from discussing many of these matters even within the context of its working group on
sustainable development. As such, ICC continues to find other avenues to defend the rights of Inuit to hunt
sustainably.
Forced Relocations
The delegates of the 2002 General Assembly instructed ICC to assist Inuit organizations in pursuing issues
of forced relocations as matters of human rights violations. In particular, ICC assisted the northern
Greenland organization Hingitaq 53, which represents the victims and their descendants of those that were
forced to move from their traditional lands in 1953 to make way for the American Air Force Base in Thule.
ICC assisted Hingitaq 53 in pursuing this matter all the way to the Supreme Court of Denmark.
Unfortunately, ICC and Hingitaq 53 were only partially successful. While the Danish courts ruled that the
relocation was illegal and done against the will of the people, they did not grant them the right to return.
Promoting Self-determination
All ICC General Assemblies are occasions at which Inuit from each country and from the respective regions
within Canada, Alaska, Greenland, and Russia update each other on their self-government processes. The
General Assemblies are a time of sharing experiences and those of self-determination have perhaps been
the most important over the years. In 2002, delegates asked ICC to establish a “Decade on the Promotion of
Self-Determination”. While this did not materialize due to financial and logistical constraints, ICC does see a
possibility to once again use the Arctic Leaders’ Summit to focus on self-determination.
ICC is an active supporter of the University of the Arctic, which is promoting the Second UN Decade of the
World’s Indigenous Peoples.
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Using International Organizations to Promote Inuit Rights and Interests
The Kuujjuaq Declaration directed ICC to use a variety of international organizations through which it was to
promote Inuit rights and protect Inuit interests. These included the United Nations, the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO), the European Union (EU), the Organization of American States (OAS), the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the International Whaling Commission, and the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) among others.
ICC accomplished a great deal over the past four years by focusing it efforts on organizations that had
similar goals to that of ICC and, in some cases, developing partnerships with others rather than attempting
to work on issues in isolation. The myriad of organizations with which ICC collaborated over the past four
years will not be listed here, but it is suffice to say that ICC has learned that it must be strategic in furthering
the rights and interests of Inuit. In some cases, it is important for ICC to be the central player in an initiative,
whereas in other cases it is important to work collaboratively with another group or groups. Several
examples bear mentioning. ICC developed a strong relationship with the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
and became an official observer to this global institution – a major inter-organizational donor of large and
small-scale environment projects in the developing world.
Convention on Biological Diversity
Over the past four years, ICC has continued its active role representing Inuit internationally in the meetings
of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) process. ICC has represented Inuit at a number of
international meetings, including the CBD Working Group on Article 8j of the Convention (WG8j), which
mandates indigenous peoples’ participation in CBD
processes, in December, 2003, in Montreal, Canada, and
another representative from ICC attended the fourth
meeting of WG8j in Granada, Spain in January, 2006.
Significant progress has been made procedurally in WG8j,
although not substantively. The Working Group now
allows indigenous co-chairs and increased access to
meetings of the parties at a level unprecedented outside of
the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. These
gains, however, have been difficult to press into other
forums.
ICC has, however, ensured that those
recommendations that WG8j has forwarded to the CBD
Conference of the Parties have remained in line with Inuit
interests, including those systems to preserve traditional knowledge, innovations and practices are fully in
line with principles of prior informed consent, and that those recommendations do not conflict with domestic
Inuit land claims agreements.
World Intellectual Property Organization
ICC has actively monitored developments involving Inuit intellectual property rights including traditional
knowledge, innovations and practices (TKIP), and cultural expressions and folklore, via regular participation
in the World Intellectual Property Organization's (WIPO) Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual
Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC). The committee has begun
negotiating a set of policy objectives and core principles in an effort to create an intellectual property regime
for TKIP that may lead to a modification of existing patent, copyright and trademark procedures for TKIP and
the derivatives thereof.
As TKIP and community held genetic resources do not neatly fall into standard patent procedures, they are
difficult to integrate into traditional intellectual property regimes, and new norms have been discussed at the
IGC that may allow for communal and permanent ownership of this special intellectual property.
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Organization of American States
Since 2002, the Organization of American States (OAS) has continued to
host “Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus” on the
draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. ICC
attended several of these meetings. The drafting process has advanced
considerably. The current focus is on finalizing the language of the scope of
application of the declaration, and the relationship of the rights set down to
existing state legislation and other international instruments. The timeline for
completion of the declaration is unclear, as many articles and paragraphs
throughout the working draft remain bracketed. Outstanding issues include
acceptable recognition of indigenous territories and indigenous peoples’
autonomy and self-determination.
International Development
ICC has in the past had much success in working with other indigenous peoples around the world and in
providing assistance through international development projects. The field of international development
continues to be a concrete opportunity where Inuit businesses and organizations can both benefit and be of
assistance to others. The term 2002 – 2006 saw two ICC projects wind down, that of the Belize Indigenous
Training Institute (BITI), and the Institutional Building for Northern Aboriginal Peoples in Russia (INRIPP-2).
The BITI project, which included a co-management initiative, resulted in ICC and other Inuit businesses and
organizations (introduced by ICC) assisting several indigenous groups in Belize. International aid agencies
such as the Danish International Development Agency (Danida) and the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) were supportive of ICC in the Belize project.
Since 2002, ICC has seen the decade-long INRIPP project’s second phase through to its successful
conclusion, funded by the Canadian International Development Agency and in partnership with Russian
Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North. INRIPP-II was completed in 2005, and has left a substantial
legacy of institutional capacity for economic and social development across a vast region of the Russian
North. In INRIPP-II’s Aboriginal Component, ICC contributed project management expertise to assist
RAIPON in the establishment of the Russian Indigenous Training Center (RITC).
ICC coordinated consultants and communities across the Arctic to share a wealth of experience in
community mobilization, economic development, Aboriginal training and education and fundraising. RITC
remains a thriving institution with a full-time staff and a clear revenue stream to maintain it into the future,
providing practical hands-on programs in economic development and a multitude of support services
catered to Aboriginal entrepreneurship.
ICC has also been supportive of the Greenland-based International Training Center of Indigenous Peoples
(ITCIP), which provides training to indigenous peoples from around the world in how the international system
(organizations, international law, development agencies, international covenants) impacts indigenous
peoples at the local level.
In 2006, ICC made a presentation in Europe on its contaminants work. As a result, Earth Justice in Europe
recognized the importance of the efforts of ICC in developing civil society capacity to engage in international
organizations. The representatives asked if ICC could assist them in their quest to better organize and
advocate for their indigenous and civil society in Europe, such as with the Roma, among others. Many other
opportunities exist and which present themselves from time to time.
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Facilitating Trade and Economic Development
ICC as an international organization often finds itself in situations where it sees opportunity for facilitating
international business opportunities for the benefit of Inuit companies and potential employment creation for
Inuit.
ICC has never been involved in business development and understands that this is not its mandate. In 1993,
ICC Alaska and the ICC President hosted a Business Development Conference in which many Inuit involved
in economic development and business attended, exchanged ideas and formed various partnerships. In
2002 -2006, ICC did not engage in any substantial activities related to playing the supportive role it was
mandated to do.
Assisting Yupik and Other Indigenous Peoples in Chukotka
Article 21 of the 2002 Declaration mandates ICC to intensify its support to Yupik and other indigenous
peoples of Chukotka. Although ICC was active in Chuktoka, much more remains to be done. The ICC Chair
visited Chuktoka soon after the 2002 Assembly, which helped generate various initiatives. Currently, ICC is
supporting a Danish-financed project, which aims to provide training and other capacity-building for Yupik.
Much of the training involves developing English-language skills, which will help them better prepare for
active participation in international seminars and projects, something that the Yupik are challenged with at
the moment.
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Elders and Youth
Articles 22 and 23 of the Kuujjuaq Declaration call upon ICC to provide support, respectively, to youth and
elders as financial resources allow. ICC has supported various symposia and meetings by assisting
financially and logistically and has offered its offices for meetings and teleconferences.
Updating ICC’s Principles and Elements for a Comprehensive Arctic Policy
ICC’s Principles and Elements for a Comprehensive Arctic Policy were developed over a decade of work
and ultimately published in 1991. While they still give important guidance to ICC executive councils and
others, delegates in 2002 requested the ICC Executive Council to begin a process to update the publication.
The process of consultation has begun and a plan on how to update Principles and Elements was prepared.
ICC – A Human Rights Organization
The final article of the Kuujjuaq Declaration (Article 25) reminds the ICC Executive Council to “integrate the
human rights dimension into each mandate, program, and activity of ICC”. The ICC took this directive
seriously throughout the period 2002 - 2006.
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ICC (Canada) Financial Information
Auditor’s Report
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Statement of Financial Position
March 31, 2006 with comparative figures for 2005
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2006

2005

495,974
46,838
67,729
86,800
54,550
75,000
416,704
216,147
34,129
126,855
111,075
–
106,944
57,145
9,103
103,336
182,779

$ 335,411
19,093
75,000
75,000
88,500
75,000
925,129
178,579
7,500
139,000
100,000
23,880
102,158
80,064
–
125,108
153,951

2,191,108

2,503,373

579,564
521,716
534,531
146,045
53,884
127,054
25,190
103,336
103,907

513,927
689,887
688,580
169,262
68,414
126,753
25,462
125,108
99,559

2,195,227

2,506,952

Statement of Operations
Year ended March 31, 2006 with comparative figures for 2005

Revenue:
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation
I.C.C. Foundation – (re: Air Inuit – Makivik)
Government of Nunavut
Canadian International Development Agency
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade
I.C.C. Foundation
I.C.C. Foundation (re: Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation)
Environment Canada
The Convention on Biodiversity Office
Laval University
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Deferred revenue
Services rendered (note 4)
Other

Expenses:
Salaries, benefits and contracts
Professional fees
Travel and accommodation
Operating costs
Communications
Office rental (note 8)
Amortization of capital assets
Administrative fees
Other contributions

Deficiency of revenue over expenses

$

$ (4,119)

$ (3,579)
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Annex I

ICC (Canada) Board of Directors
Duane Smith
President
Inuit Circumpolar Conference (Canada)
Violet Ford
Vice-President – International Affairs
Inuit Circumpolar Conference (Canada)
Mary Simon
Vice-President – National Affairs
President - Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
Paul Kaludjak
President
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated
Pita Aatami
President
Makivik Corporation
William Anderson III
President
Nunatsiavut Government
Nellie Cournoyea
Chair & Chief Executive Officer
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation
Martha Greig (Ex-Officio)
President
Pauktuutit
Jason Tologanak (Ex-Officio)
President
National Inuit Youth Council
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ICC Executive Council

Inuit International Elders Council

Chair
Sheila Watt-Cloutier

President
Mary Adams

Canada
Vice-Chair: Duane Smith

Canada
Vice-President: David Angnakak

Canada
Executive Council Member: Violet Ford

Greenland
Vice-President: Enos Lyberth

Greenland
Vice-Chair: Aqqaluk Lynge

Alaska
Vice-President: Levi Cleveland

Greenland
Executive Council Member: Carl Christian Olsen
(Puju)

Russia
Vice-President: Nina Enmenkau

Alaska
Vice-Chair: Chuck Greene

Inuit Circumpolar Youth Council

Alaska
Executive Council Member: Ronald Brower Sr.
Russia
Vice-Chair: Natalia Rodionova
Russia
Executive Council Member: Luba Tayan

President
Miali-Elise Coley
Canada
Vice-President: Jonathan Epoo
Greenland
Vice President: Uppaluk Poppel
Alaska
Vice-President: Elizabeth Hensley
Russia
Vice-President: Lubov Tayan
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Annex II

ICC Offices – Contact Information
CANADA
Suite 504, 170 Laurier Ave West
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5V5
Ph: (613) 563-2642
Fax: (613) 565-3089
E-mail: icc@inuitcircumpolar.com
www.inuitcircumpolar.com
GREENLAND
Dronning Ingridsvej 1
PO Box 204, 3900 Nuuk Greenland
Ph: 011 299 3 23632
Fax: 011 299 3 23001
E-mail: iccgreenland@inuit.org
www.inuitcircumpolar.com
ICC (Canada) Staff

ALASKA
nd
4041 B Street, 2 Floor
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Ph: (907) 274-9058
Fax: (907) 274-3861
E-mail: inuit@iccalaska.com
www.iccalaska.org
RUSSIA
Anadyr, Chukotka
Russia
Ph: 011 742722 24504
E-mail: curanaun@hotbox.ru

Harvard Fellow, Richard J. Powell

Executive Assistant to ICC Chair,
Gela Pitsiulak
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Annex III

Donor Acknowledgement
ICC (Canada) has much gratitude for the ongoing support of our donors and is pleased to acknowledge the
following contributors for fiscal year 2005-2006.
Alaska Native Science Commission
Alaska Forum on Environment
Canadian International Development Agency
Canadian North
Centre for International Environmental Law
Climate Action Network
Columbia University
Environment Canada
First Air
Flow Circle Fund
Fordham University
Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
Inuvialuit Charitable Foundation
John Bennett
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Kakivak Association
Laval University
Makivik Corporation
Meinhard Doelle
National Aboriginal Health Organization
Natural Resources Canada
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Pan Arctic Inuit Logistics
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research
Qikiqtani Inuit Association
Royal Norwegian Embassy
Tides Foundation
Transport Canada
University of Calgary
Wallace Stegner Centre
Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation
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